Readfield Conservation Commission Meeting Notes

Tuesday, February 11, 2014, 6:30 pm, Town Office

Members present: David Bagley, Dan Meyer (chair), Tim Sniffen, Jerry Bley, Andy Walsh, Bob Mohlar

Excused: Bruce Hunter

Called to order: 6:30 p.m.

Old Business: 

Vernal Pool Inventory – Dan M. is working to complete the vernal pool database, then will schedule a meeting time with the Planning Board to discuss the findings of the project.   Tim S. mentioned that the meeting may be an opportunity to increase awareness among Planning Board members of the importance of vernal pools .

Weed Wrenches – Members agreed that one large “Pullerbear” weed wrench will be purchased in April.  

Membership Outreach Update – RCC posted notice in the Readfield Messenger (Feb. 2014) of openings for two members and an alternate. 

FY2014 Draft Budget – Review and Discussion

RCC members reviewed and discussed the Proposed Conservation Commission Budget Request prepared by Tim S., Dan M. and David B. on January 31, 2014.  Budget items were discussed item by item.  

Expenditures to be covered by Property Tax

Maine Assoc. of Conservation Commissions – Members discussed the merits of continuing the town’s membership with MEACC.  The group tentatively agreed to request $165 for the annual membership fee pending further review and discussion.  Funds for this line item will revert back to the town if not spent.

Publications – Tim S. discussed spending approximately $200 from the FY2013 RCC budget for updating and revising the Town Trails Map (e.g., not all town properties are highlighted, snowmobile trail alignment incorrect, etc.).  No maps are currently available.  Art Grindle of the Kennebec Valley Soil and Water Conservation District (KVSWCD) will make the revisions/updates to the map.

Tim S. discussed the opportunity to create an “In Town Trails” map that would focus on conservation, recreational and historic points of interest (e.g., trails, boat ramp, historic sites, etc.) in the Readfield Corners area.  The map will include trails on the Fairgrounds property, Maranacook Beach/park, Factory Square historic site, etc.  RCC will work with the Trails and Historic Committees to identify other sites to show on the map.  Art Grindle of KVSWCD will design the map.  Estimated costs are $600 for design and $200 for printing ($800 total).  Members agreed to request funds for this project.

Other Budget Requests - $50 for general copying and $50 for postage.

Expenditures to be covered by the Readfield Town Conservation Lands Account

Fairgrounds Property – All of the following items are associated with the Fairgrounds Property.

1) Members agreed to request $600 for repairs to the Upper Fairgrounds Trail (new culvert and bluestone).

2) Members discussed the Trails Committee’s funding request for $1,600 for signs for the Fairgrounds property and Fogg Farm Conservation Area.   Several RCC members raised concern about the cost of the signs (in light of potential vandalism, etc.) and suggested that funds be requested for signs at the Fairgrounds property ($1,200) only at this time.  RCC would consider additional funding requests for signs in the future.  

3) Dan M. called three herbicide contractors requesting costs to spray poison ivy growing near the entrance to the parking lot at the Fairgrounds property.  Tim S. also mentioned Southern Maine Forestry Services (Windham, Maine) as a potential contractor who has previously done similar work for the town (honeysuckle removal at the Town Forest).   Members agreed to request $1,000 for two herbicide applications (spring, mid-late summer) to control poison ivy.

4) Tim S. received a cost estimate of $500 from Mark Birtwell (Town employee) to remove the remains of the grandstand from the property.  Members agreed to this funding request.

5) A volunteer (Brandon Fyke) has offered to move the “pulling stones” in exchange for having a memorial plaque erected on the Fairgrounds property in memory of his grandfather.  Since details of the memorial plaque are unclear, members agreed to have RCC’s allotment of “pulling stones” moved by Mark Birtwell when the bleacher removal work is completed.  No funds will be requested for this line item.   

6) Since the Project Canopy grant money was not awarded to RCC, $500 will be requested for plantings for the area between the parking lot and the abutter to the south.  

Other Budget Requests

$95 for Wayne property tax and $300 for routine maintenance and repairs for town conservation properties.

A motion to request $1,065 in expenditures to the covered by property tax and $4,695 in expenditures to be covered by the Readfield Town Conservation Lands Account was approved by RCC.

Town Conservation Properties – Dan M. reported that harvesting activities at the Town Forest appear to be complete.  The logging contractor will return to grade and seed the farmstead area in the spring.
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 11, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.

Submitted by Andy Walsh
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