101Readfield Conservation Commission Meeting Notes

Tuesday, September 9, 2014, 6:30 pm, Town Office

Members present: David Bagley, Dan Meyer (chair), Tim Sniffen, Bruce Hunter, Jerry Bley, Andy Walsh.  Excused: Bob Mohlar

Called to order: 6:30 p.m.
Old Business: 

Meeting Minutes – Members voted to approve the July 8, 2014 RCC meeting minutes.  Dan M. will submit them to the Town.  

Vernal Pool Inventory – No update

Readfield Town Forest Harvest Close-out – Tim S., David B. and Bruce H. visited the site.  The clearing around the old town farm looked good though bare areas need to be seeded.  Thick brushy vegetation around the old cellar hole may need to be cleared and the blazed trail through the harvest area (white pine forest) needs more work to make walking easier.  Kents Hill School students may be asked to help with the work.  

The Select Board has requested a tour of the harvest area.  Jerry B. suggested that Harold Burnett be present during the SB tour.  It was also suggested that the RCC write a thank you letter to Wayne Field (Central Maine Logging) for his work and offer to provide a reference if requested.

Regional Conservation Commission – No update

New Membership – No update

Town Conservation Properties:
Torsey Pond N. P. – On August 20th, RCC members replaced broken planks on the large bridge crossing and on several small footbridges and cut/removed blowdowns on the trail.  In addition, a new preserve sign was installed to replace the old one.  

It was recommended that a site walk be scheduled to assess infrastructure needs at Torsey Pond N.P. and Readfield Town Forest (bridges, footbridges, etc.).   David B. suggested discussion of funding options if larger work tasks are completed by the Maine Conservation Corps or a contractor.  Jerry B. mentioned possible use of Recreation Trails grant funds as an option.  October 18th was identified as a work day (2-3 hrs.)--edit note: cancelled at 10/14 ntg).
Readfield Town Forest – RCC members discussed what type of interpretive signage should be placed at the town farm homestead and whether to place information in a kiosk or create an interpretive brochure.  Dan M. will contact Harold Lake regarding the status of research into the history of the town forest/MacDonald Woods (Colby student?) and the status of the new trail laid out by Howard Lake (i.e., whether it connects to the Town Farm Road).   

Fogg Farm Preserve – Dan M. will talk with Milt Wright (Trails Cmte.) regarding the preserve sign; RCC has some funds that can be allocated toward this.  Dan M.  will also talk with Theresa Kerchner (KLT) about updating the preserve map.  

Fairgrounds Property – Poison ivy along the stone wall and entranceway was sprayed on Sept. 5th by Turf Pro (using Round Up?).  Turf Pro recommended doing another spray application in June 2015.  Tim S. recommended cutting branches at the parking lot entrance to improve visibility for users.

Tim S. attended the August 14th meeting regarding the status of the ballfield (see Greg Durgin’s email summary) and provided a summary of some issues presented:

· Tim S. mentioned the poison ivy spraying that was completed near the entrance and the need to trim branches at the entrance to the parking lot.  

· Readfield Trail Committee Member Gary Keilty mentioned interest in a trail from the access road to the spectator area.

· Mowing of the ballfield to be done by Rec Comm; remaining may be  RCC’s responsibility, needs to be clarified for 2015-16; but has been recently done by town(?)  RCC will need to budget accordingly and keep abreast of how the field is being managed (i.e., fertilizer, herbicide use, etc.).   

· A drain will be installed this fall by Reay Construction to dry out a wet spot in the field.  Once drainage work is completed, the field will have additional seeding and maintenance done by Sports Fields of Monmouth. 

RCC members also discussed what do with the loam pile (material scraped from the parking lot).  Jerry B. suggested giving it to John Cushing, the contractor who performed the ballfield work.  It might also be used on the access road during construction.  

Jerry B. voiced concern that people will park in the cemetery area in order to more easily access the ballfield. 

It was advised that the chairs of the various committees related to the ballfield work convene to discuss roles.

Jerry B. informed the group that the Maranacook Community School Trail work was permitted and a contract signed.  John Cushing (contractor) is planning to start work this week.   Jerry B. has discussed the project with Paul Criss, Facilities Manager for Maranacook Area Schools.  As part of the project, 9 acres are permanently protected (conservation easement) as mitigation for the project’s wetlands impacts.  The trails grant that funded the project includes funds for signs and a kiosk.

New Business

Kents Hill School Workday, Readfield Town Forest – The town forest workday is scheduled for Oct. 2.  Several ideas were mentioned including clearing the existing blue blazed trail through the white pine forest (harvest area), re-routing the trail around wet areas.  Jerry B. and Andy W. will schedule a pre-workday walk to scope projects.

New Readfield Corners Map – Tim S. spoke with Art Grindle (Kennebec County Soil/Water District) regarding the estimated cost of producing the final map (est. 12 hrs @$50/hr).

Town Hunting Policy – The group had a brief discussion regarding the hunting policy, specifically for Fogg Farm (open to public hunting per town firearms ordinance).  Tim S. suggested a recommendation to the Select Board that no hunting be allowed at the Fairgrounds (it is currently open to bird hunting). 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 14, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.

Submitted by Andy Walsh
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