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Readfield Messenger 
THE AUDREY LUCE MEMORIAL LIVING FENCE 

 Thanks to the Cemetery Committee, then-member Evelyn Potter, and 

the generosity of many, a beautiful addition to our Town is taking 

shape beside Plains Road and the East Readfield Cemetery. Last year 

a variety of  lilacs and a magnolia were planted by volunteers .This 

September, D.R. Struck  Landscaping was hired to create the two berms on either side of the cemetery 

entrance. More berms are planned for the future, too, as more donations are received. 
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From the Conservation Commission: 
 

Two Footbridges Replaced in Town Forest This Summer 

 

Readfield’s Town Forest trail system now has two new footbridges, thanks to staff from the Kenne-

bec Land Trust and a group of campers from Camp Vega in Fayette. 

Under the guidance of KLT Stewardship Director, Jean-Luc Theriault, summer land trust interns 

Avery Siler and Simon Pritchard built the first bridge in June, using lumber hauled into the property by 

snowmobile last winter by Howard Lake and members of the Conservation Commission. 

Later Jean-Luc, Avery, and Simon supervised a “cabin” of Vega campers who had a community ser-

vice day on July 14.  The young women from Tamary cabin carried in the lumber for their bridge, quite a 

distance from the delivery site at the trailhead. Each bridge was over 20 feet long, and the work included 

removing old structures as well as assembling the new ones. 

Both bridges look great. They have pressure treated stringers and center uprights, and should last a 

long time. Hikers will enjoy using them for many years to come.  The Conservation Commission supplied 

the materials, using funds from recent timber harvests in the Town Forest. 

On behalf of the Town, we thank all these young people for their time and energy.  Also thanks to 

the leaders of Camp Vega and Kennebec Land Trust for encouraging these projects. We hope many folks 

from Readfield will enjoy the scenic and historic walks through the Macdonald Conservation Area and the 

Readfield Town Forest.  Maps and brochures are available 

at the Town Office. 
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Birthday Open House for Evelyn Potter 
Come by to wish Evelyn a Happy 85th Birthday on Sunday, September 27th between 1 and 5pm. Eve-
lyn is a founding member of Readfield Historical Society and currently serves as the Readfield Town 
Historian and on the advisory board for Readfield Union Meeting House. She is a former employee 
of Kents Hill School and the Town of Readfield as well as for Dr. Burtt Richardson and Aetna Pumps 
in Winthrop. Evelyn is proud of her Readfield roots often sharing that she was born and raised at 
Readfield Depot and has remained a lifetime resident of Readfield. Her great-grandchildren are the 
10th consecutive generation to have lived in town and the 5th generation to have lived on the Potter 
family land on Kents Hill.  

 

The open house will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 27th between 1 and 5p.m. at Kents Hill 
Ski Lodge on route 41. No gifts but please do 
bring a card. An added bonus would be if 
you'd share or write down a special memory 
or story about something Evelyn has done or 
said that you have never forgotten - either se-
rious or not so serious! This gathering will be 
informal with light refreshments served. 
Those who cannot come by but would like to 
wish her well can mail cards to Evelyn at PO 
Box 294 Kents Hill, ME 04349. 

LORD’S CUPBOARD  FOOD BANKLORD’S CUPBOARD  FOOD BANK  
Thursday during the school year from 9AM to 11AM there will be a free toddler play group for ag-

es infant to 4 years of age at the Readfield Elementary School in the multipurpose room. All are 

welcome to attend with their parent or caregiver.  Activities include free play, music, story time in 

the library and snack. For more information contact Hannah Flannery at 685 7385.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1697269043826269/?ref=1&action_history=%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22permalink%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D
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READFIELD HISTORY WALK #29 ~ FRIDAY OCTOBER 2, 2015, 10:00AM 

CASE CEMETERY; NORTH MANCHESTER MEETING HOUSE; HIKE INTO SHEDD POND  

THIS IS A REPEAT OF HISTORY WALK #10 - NEW INFORMATION HAS BEEN DISCOVERED SINCE THEN THAT WILL BE OF 
INTEREST! BEGIN 10AM AT CASE CEMETERY, ROUTE 17, EAST READFIELD WHERE ELDER ISAAC CASE BUILT THE EAST 
READFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH IN 1793. THE CHURCH WAS MOVED TO SCRIBNER HILL ROAD IN NORTH MANCHESTER IN 
1839 AND WHEN ELDER CASE DIED IN 1852 HE WAS BURIED ON THE SPOT WHERE HIS PULPIT ONCE WAS. IN 1905 THE 
BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF MAINE HAD A MEMORIAL TABLET ERECTED ON THAT SAME SPOT, AND IT IS STILL THERE. 
WALKERS WILL ALSO SEE THE ENTRANCE TO CASE ROAD - LONG AGO DISCONTINUED - WHERE CASE BUILT HIS LOG 
CABIN IN 1795. ALTHOUGH THE CABIN WAS LOCATED NEAR THE EAST WINTHROP TOWN LINE HE SITUATED IT SO HE 
COULD SEE HIS CHURCH IN EAST READFIELD FROM HIS HOME. FROM CASE CEMETERY THE HISTORY WALKERS WILL GO 
TO THE NORTH MANCHESTER MEETING HOUSE WHICH IS STILL ACTIVE THOUGH NON-DENOMINATIONAL NOW RA-
THER THAN BAPTIST. FOLLOWING A TOUR OF THE CHURCH THOSE WHO WISH TO WILL HIKE INTO NEARBY SHEDD 
POND.  A MONOGRAPH RESEARCHED AND WRITTEN BY DALE POTTER CLARK WILL BE AVAILABLE TO WALKERS ON THE 
DAY OF THIS EVENT FOR A DONATION, WHICH WILL BE APPLIED TO THE READFIELD “MUSEUM IN THE STREETS” FUND 
MANAGED BY READFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY. VISIT WWW.READFIELDMAINE.BLOGSPOT.COM TO READ MORE ABOUT 
THE MONOGRAPH, TITLED REV. ISAAC CASE, A BIOGRAPHY.   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE ADDITIONAL HISTORY WALKS THIS FALL: 

#30 OCTOBER 16TH: FOGG AND LADD HOMESTEADS. DUDLEY FOGG AND SIMEON LADD, JR. SETTLED IN READFIELD 
ABOUT THE SAME TIME - CIRCA 1805 - ON ADJACENT FARMS. IN 1917 THE TWO FAMILIES "JOINED" WHEN SAM FOGG 
MARRIED INEZ TURNER DAUGHTER OF FRED & LYDIA (LADD) TURNER. THE LADD FARMHOUSE NO LONGER STANDS 
BUT THE FOGG ONE DOES. WE WILL ENJOY THE SPLENDOR OF AUTUMN COLORS FROM THE FOGG HOMESTEAD, AND A 
HIKE THROUGH THE FOGG FARM CONSERVATION AREA AND ALSO VIEW WHERE THE LADD HOMESTEAD ONCE SAT. 
WALKERS MEET AT GILE HALL PARKING LOT NO LATER THAN 10AM AND WILL CAR POOL FROM THERE TO THE SITE OF 
THE SIMEON LADD HOMESTEAD.  

#31 OCTOBER 30TH: WHITTER HOMESTEADS AND QUIMBY BOG ON NORTH ROAD. IN READFIELD’S EARLIEST DAYS THE 
NORTH ROAD WAS CALLED “WHITCHER ROAD” -THE EARLY SPELLING AND PRONUNCIATION FOR WHITTER.  MOSES 
WHITTIER AND HIS SONS SETTLED A SIGNIFICANT PIECE OF LAND IN THAT AREA OF TOWN AND THOSE TWO ORIGINAL  
"WHITCHER" HOMESTEADS ARE STILL STANDING AND VERY MUCH LIVED IN.  PLANS ARE STILL EVOLVING FOR THIS HIS-
TORY WALK SO STAY TUNED.   

#32 NOVEMBER 13TH: READFIELD CORNER TO INCLUDE TOURS OF DR. SAMUEL CURRIER HOUSE (COMMUNITY LI-
BRARY); LAFAYETTE MASONIC LODGE; AND THE OLD READFIELD GRANGE HALL, WHERE WE WILL EAT LUNCH. MEET AT 
GILE HALL NO LATER THAN 10AM AND WE WILL WALK FROM THERE.  

ALL WALKS ARE 10AM-12NOON. BRING A SANDWICH IF YOU WISH TO SHARE LUNCH WITH OTHER WALKERS AFTER-
WARDS. WEAR STURDY SHOES AND A WALKING STICK IS RECOMMENDED. ANYONE WISHING TO RECEIVE EMAIL UP-
DATES ABOUT THE HISTORY WALKS AND OTHER HISTORICAL CLASSES AND EVENTS PLEASE SEND REQUESTS TO CROSS-
INGS4U@GMAIL.COM. 

MOST OF THE COLONIAL FEATURES INSIDE OF 
NORTH MANCHESTER MEETING HOUSE ARE IN-
TACT. THE NUMBERED PEWS HAVE "GATES" ON 
EVERY ONE. 

READFIELD HISTORY WALKS FOR 
THIS FALL ANNOUNCED 

http://www.readfieldmaine.blogspot.com
mailto:crossings4u@gmail.com
mailto:crossings4u@gmail.com


READFIELD HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY NOTES 

by Flo Drake 
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     We are now closed for the season, but can open by appoint-

ment for anyone who can catch us.  Just call 685-4662 or email 

readfieldhistorical@gmail.com if you want us to open for you. 

 

      RHS had a productive summer, with visitors on nearly every 

open day, our two full and two half interns working, and special research gigs hosted by Evelyn Potter, 

Doreen Crocker, and other smart folks. 

 

      Intern-wise, Caroline Colan spiffed up our computer database, added hundreds of entries from those Little 

Cards, and made two outstanding displays, one on the 14 little schoolhouses that used to be in Readfield (yes, 

14!), the other featuring old photos of Readfield businesses.  Sydney Green worked with Dale Potter Clark 

and Evelyn Potter on oral interviews of older folks in the town.  She  also worked up a display for one of the 

glass cases on the subject of sports in Readfield.  Half-intern Kyle Nunez worked with Sydney on this display 

case, helped with visitors, and bravely pushed on with the most boring task in the place, the transferring of 

information from the old town records to the names cards.  Sadly for RHS, Kyle's family moved out of town, 

so we had to give him up.  Brielle Bondeson, our other half-intern, combed computer records of everything in 

our building to find those that lacked a photograph of the object.  She then took a picture of that object and 

will soon enter it onto the proper page in the database.  So, as you can see, all our interns were busy at mean-

ingful tasks. 

 

      The 20-month Farm Calendar put together last winter by Evelyn Potter and Dale Potter Clark sold out the 

first 200 in less than a month.  We had another 100 printed and have only about 25 left, if that many.  It’s 

good to see such interest in the old farms featured in the calendar which runs from June 2015 through January 

2017.  In addition to a photo of the farm and a write-up, there is a picture of the woman who kept it all togeth-

er as well as a recipe from her kitchen.  Reports from people who have bought these calendars indicate that 

they are not letting family members write in the date boxes at all, preferring to preserve the calendars as piec-

es of history!  These calendars are available for $10 by catching one of us, or sending a check, plus $3 post-

age, to Readfield Historical Society, PO Box 354, Readfield, ME 04355.  Makes a nice gift, especially for 

folks who live out of state. 

Mount Vernon Food BankMount Vernon Food Bank  
 People in Readfield who find they are in need at any time during the year do not 

have to go hungry.  The Mt. Vernon Food Bank, located at the First Baptist Church in Mt. 

Vernon, serves the people of Readfield in addition to Vienna, Fayette and Mt. Vernon.  It is 

open every Saturday morning from 10am to 12pm and is supported by the schools, 

churches and individuals from the area.   

 Those who are not in need of the food service can become supporters of the Food 

Bank with tax-deductible checks made payable to the Mt. Vernon Food Bank.  

 If you are in need of help during off hours, please call:  Betty White at 293-2273, 

Helen Wilkey  at 293-2351 or Irene Wadleigh at 293-2308. 



Readfield United Methodist Church 

Come join us for Bible 101 

Readfield United Methodist Church 

9:00 a.m. Wednesday mornings 

Everyone is welcome to join us in Fellowship Hall 

We will explore what the Bible – from Genesis to The Revelation of John – is teaching us today! 

Bring a Bible, open minds and open hearts! Call the office for more information at 207-685-4211 

or email office@readfieldumc.org. 

 

 

Harvest Supper 

Saturday September 26 

5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Readfield United Methodist Church 

Route 17 Readfield (Kents Hill) 

Pork Roast – Squash – Beans – Carrots 

Potatoes – Applesauce - Autumn Desserts 

Adults $8    Children $4 

 

Save the date:  New England Boiled Dinner Sat. Oct. 17 
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Readfield United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to a 

Free Thanksgiving Day Dinner 

November 26th 

Home cooked dinner with all the fixings 

(more information to come in the November newsletters) 

FRANKLIN WOODSTOVE - Looking for a Franklin woodstove to take the 

chill off this time of year?  The Readfield United Methodist Church has one!  In-

quire by calling 685-4211.  

mailto:office@readfieldumc.org


RSU #38 Board of Directors 

2015-2016 Meeting Schedule 
 

Maranacook Community High School Student Center 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. (unless otherwise noted) 

 

October 7  Business Meeting 

October 21  Workshop Meeting 

November 4  Business Meeting 

November 18  Workshop Meeting 

December 2  Business Meeting 

December 16  Workshop Meeting 

January 6  Business Meeting (budget overview) 

January 20  Workshop – Budget 

February 3  Business Meeting 

February 24  Workshop – Budget (invite auditor) 

March 2  Business Meeting (invite Select Boards) 

March 16  Workshop – Budget 

March 23  Workshop – Budget 

March 30  Workshop – Budget (if needed) 

April 6  Business Meeting, including budget deliberations 

April 13  Business Meeting – vote on budget 

May 4   Business Meeting 

May 18  Budget Annual Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

June 1   Business Meeting 

June 15  Workshop Meeting 

 
Please visit www.maranacook.org for the monthly agendas. 
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You can now watch   

Select Board Meetings 

on our web site!
www.readfield.govoffice.com 

You know? 

Did 

http://www.maranacook.org


IMPORTANT 

DATES: 

 

9/26  DRUG TAKE 

BACK DAY AT THE 

TRANSFER STA-

TION FROM 10AM—

2PM. 

10/2  FIRST HALF 

OF THE PROPERTY 

TAXES ARE DUE. 

10/5  SELECT 

BOARD MEETING 

6:20PM. 

10/6  ASSESSOR 

WILL BE IN TODAY 

9-4PM. 

10/12  TOWN OF-

FICE CLOSED FOR 

COLUMBUS DAY! 

10/15  DOG LICENS-

ING STARTS FOR 

THE 2016 YEAR. 

10/19  SELECT 

BOARD MEETING 

AT 6:30PM. 

10/20  ASSESSOR 

WILL BE IN TODAY 

FROM 9-4PM. 

10/28  RABIES 

CLINIC 4:30-

5:30PM.  

FROM THE TOWN OFFICE 

 First half of property taxes are due October 2nd.  Did 

you know you can pay your taxes on line by going to our 

web site and logging into Andro Pay?  Use electronic 

check for just $1.00 or a credit 0r debit card for 2.95%.   

 Absentee ballots will be available starting October 5th 

for the November 3, 2015 Referendum vote. 

 Now that you have your tax bill, please check it over and 

make sure the assessment is right.  If you reside there 

do you have a $10,000 Homestead exemption?  If not 

please come in and make out a Homestead Exemption 

Application.  If you did not receive your tax bill please 

give us a call, we have several that were returned as un-

deliverable to us. 

 Just a reminder that the CEO/LPI and the Town Asses-

sor both work part time.  CEO/LPI Gary Quintal is in 

the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30-1:30 and on 

Wednesday from 12 to 6.  The Assessor, Jacki Robbins, 

is only in the office every other Tuesday.  Please check 

the calendar for those October dates. 

 The Town Office will hold a Rabies Clinic on October 

28th from 4:30pm to 5:30 pm.  Please bring  proof of a 

previous rabies shot for your animal in order to receive 

a three year booster.  Open to everyone and for both cats 

and dogs.  Thank you to Dr. Peter Davis for volunteering 

this great service to the Town. 

 Hopefully we will be having a new town manager on 

board soon and the Town office will be back up to full 

staff.  We have some catching up to do including getting 

this Messenger out on time each month. 

 Lastly we would like to welcome Kristin Parks to the 

town office staff.  Kristin has been with us for about a 

month now.  Kristin is also a long time Readfield resi-

dent.  Please help make her feel welcome when you stop 

by. 
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TRANSFER STATION INFORMATION 
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TRAILS COMMITTEE 
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 An extension of the Community Pathway in the town park leaving from the rear of the parking lot of 

the Readfield Community Library that goes from the boundary of the Union Meeting House to Church Road 

has been completed by members of the Trails Committee.  The trail extension provides a blue stone sur-

faced trail from the library to Church Road.  The trail is approximately six feet wide.  A culvert has been 

installed at the Church Road intersection where there is a relatively deep ditch.  Several large tress were re-

moved last year courtesy of David Linton and crew.  Another large dead tree was removed along the route 

of the pathway and the stump was removed.  The new pathway provides an alternative means of going from 

the sidewalk along Main Street at the library to the Church Road bypassing a section of Church Road that 

does not have a sidewalk. 

 The Trails Committee asked voters to support by their votes three articles that appeared on the Se-

cret Ballot Town Meeting Warrant.  These three articles were to approve trail agreements and trail ease-

ments based on criteria established by the Select Board; to accept a generous gift of $2,700 from a private 

donor for trail work and to confirm an agreement between the Union Meeting House and the Trail Commit-

tee.  All three articles passed.  Thanks to all who supported the passage of these three articles with their 

votes. 

 Maine Master Naturalist and Readfield resident, Ellen Blanchard, provided a very information pro-

gram on National Trails Day, June 6, that was sponsored by the Trails Committee.  Mrs. Blanchard’s very 

interesting topic pertained to the geological origin of the 49 large rocks that line the perimeter of the new 

parking area at the Fairgrounds Complex.  Mrs. Blanchard had a numbered handout that corresponded with 

small numbers she had earlier placed on the rocks. 

 The Conservation Commission and the Trails Committee working together have installed the poly-

tone trail signs to be erected in the Fairgrounds Complex.  The signs are green with yellow lettering and 

erected on 10’ posts.  Three additional signs are on yardarms at visible junctions at Main Street and the 

Lower Fairgrounds Trail, at the Church Road and the McDougald and Upper Fairgrounds Trails and at the 

sidewalk near the Superintendent’s office on Millard Harrison Drive.  These trail signs are basically inde-

structible, are made of recycled plastic and shouldn’t fade over time from exposure to the sun. 

 The Trails Committee has accomplished ditching and other improvements along the trails in the 

Fairgrounds Complex where there has been some flooding.  Trails Committee members have placed rip rap 

and geo textile fabric in the ditches to prevent erosion.  There is an expectation that this work will prevent 

some flooding of the trails that occurred previously.  Additionally some of the trails in the Fairgrounds 

Complex have been elevated modestly with blue stone to channel water into culverts. 

 

SEE OUR NEW UPDATED TRAILS MAP ON THE NEXT PAGE!! 
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  Looking for Board Members                                           

for the following Boards and Committees: 
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Appeals Board: 1 member for (2017) and 3 members for (2018) 

Cobbossee Watershed Dist.: 1 resident member for an alt. Representative member  

Heritage Days Committee members: Looking for any members or volunteers  

Library Building Committee: 1 resident building contractor needed  

Planning Board: 1 alt. Member needed (2017)  

Road Committee: 1 alt. Member (2016)  

RSU #38 School Board:  1 Member (2016) 

Trails Committee:  1 Member (2018) 1 Member (2017) 

 

If anyone is interested in joining any of the above committees please contact the Town Office at 

685-4939 or readfield@roadrunner for an application for appointment. 

HEATING ASSISTANCEHEATING ASSISTANCE  
Donations to the Heating Assistance Fund are always welcome.  We will have 
multiple  families in need looking for heating assistance this winter.   

If you would like to help send your donations to the Town Office or just stop 
by.  Every little amount helps your friends and families in Readfield stay warm. 

Donations of Wood and Pellets also welcome. 

mailto:readfield@roadrunner


Valarie Pomerleau, Chair: Phone: (207) 458-2124   selectboard.vp@ne.twcbc.com 

Thomas Dunham, Vice Chair: Phone: (207) 685-4524   selectboard.td@ne.twcbc.com 

Bruce Bourgoine;  Phone-(207) 685-3702   selectboard.readfield@outlook.com 

Allen Curtis: Phone: (207) 685-3257   selectboard.ac@ne.twcbc.com 

Christine Sammons;  Phone: (412) 779-4368   selectboard.cs13@yahoo.com 

THE SELECT BOARD MEET EVERY OTHER MONDAY NIGHT AT 6:30 PM.   

Animal Control/Sexton:  Karen Peterson; Phone: (207) 215-3185   readfieldfdcem@roadrunner.com 

Assessing:  Jacki Robbins; Phone (207) 852-1840 or 685-1810  bonaire4@myfairpoint.net 

 (Available every other Tuesday) 

CEO/LPI:  Gary Quintal;  Phone (207) 685-3290  readfield.ceo@roadrunner.com 

 (Available Tuesday and Thursday 8:30-1:30 and Wednesday 12-6) 

Collection Clerk:  Kristin Parks;  Phone (207) 685-4939  readfield@roadrunner.com 

Fire Chief:  Lee Mank;  Phone (207) 685-4401-Fire Station non emergency number  mank125@aol.com 

Interim Town Manager:  Teresa Shaw;  Phone (207) 685-4939  readfield.finance@roadrunner.com 

Maintenance:  Mark Birtwell;  Phone (207) 685-4939  readfield.maint@ne.twcbc.com 

Recreation:  Carrie Knight;  Phone (207) 685-0000  carriehknight@hotmail.com 

Town Clerk:  Robin Lint;  Phone (207) 685-4939  readfield.clerk@roadrunner.com 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD BANKS:  Lord’s Cuboard-Open 1st Fr. 5:30-6:30 & 3rd Sun. 1-2 or by appointment at 685-4572. 

Mount Vernon Food Bank-Open every Sat. 10-12 or call:  293-2273, 293-2351, 293-2308. 

LIBRARY 

Phone (207) 685-4089    

Hours:  Monday 6-8, Wednesday 

2-8, Thursday 10-12 & Saturday 

10-4pm. 

TOWN OFFICE 

Phone:  (207) 685-4939 

Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday & Friday 8:30-4:30 

and Wednesday 12-6pm. 

TRANSFER STATION 

Phone:  (207) 685-3144 

Hours:  Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday 11-6 

and Saturday 8-4pm. 


