Readfield Planning Board Minutes 06/12/2013 - APPROVED
Planning Board Members present:  Jack Comart, Paula Clark, Bill Buck, Jay Hyland
Others present:  CEO Clif Buuck, Lenny Reay, Harold Marin, John Perry, Greg Durgin, Keith Leavitt, Nancy Leavitt, Pamela O’Keefe, Grace Keene, Holly Hock Dumaine, Deane Mushlit, Cindy Dumaine, Eben Dumaine, George O’Keefe Jr., Elaine Stanley, John Stanley, Marsha Giglio
Paula Clark called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
7:00 pm – public hearing – Harold Marin.  A site visit was held prior to the meeting at Harold Marin’s lot located at 505 Winthrop Road and the public hearing was opened.  Paula Clark gave a brief review and noted the section of the LUO pertaining to the application (Art. 3, Sec. 5.c).  The application was found to be complete at the last meeting.  
There was a discussion regarding the application, which was to resume a now non-conforming use--placement of a mobile home on a vacant lot in the rural residential district previously used as such.  Harold Marin was in attendance.  Mr. Marin acquired the property in November of 2012, over 1 year since removal of previous mobile home.  There was discussion which focused on granting an extension for good cause shown.  There were no abutters in attendance and no objections have been noted.  Bill Buck said Paul Mitchell (the neighbor across the street) was at the site visit and said he welcomed Mr. Marin as a neighbor.  Paula Clark said Mr. Marin made an investment in this property and the mobile home and it would be a significant financial hardship to him if he were not able to use the property.  Mr. Marin agreed.  The small footprint of the property, a one-acre lot, was discussed.  The septic tank and pump station is within 4 feet of the cement slab.  
Motion by Jack Comart to approve the application with condition that the home be set back to meet the road setback requirement and other setback requirements, standard conditions of approval; the board finds good cause based on the size and features of the lot including where the septic is located it is unlikely that someone would build a larger home on the lot as the concrete pad is only suitable for a mobile home, and the hardship to Mr. Marin which creates good cause, second by Jay Hyland; vote 4-0-0.  

The time extension is through September of this year to have the home in place.  A building permit is needed.  Mr. Marin provided proof of the year of the unit, which is a 2002.  

MINUTES:  Motion by Jack Comart to approve the minutes of 5/30/13 as presented, second by Jay Hyland; vote 3-0-1 (Bill Buck abstained due to absence).  
Paula Clark shared the emails she received from Mr. Hawksley (in regard to the disc golf/Dumaine application) with the board.  
7:30 pm - New application – John and Marianne Perry.  Application is to demolish a 16’x 25’ legally-existing non-conforming detached garage and reconstruct a 28’ x 30’ non-conforming garage at the same location.  The lot is located at 28 Chimney Road.  Paula Clark noted the section in the LUO pertaining to the application.  John Perry gave a summary of the application (Art. 3, Sec. 4c).  One corner of the garage is approx. 10’ from the property line.  The dimensions of the new proposed garage would be 30’ x 28’.  The proposed garage will meet the road setback requirements.  John Perry requested the board schedule a site visit, as there have been a tremendous amount of ornamental landscaping and trees planted, an underground drain system, a septic tank/field and a drilled well which limits the other potential locations on the lot for different placement of a garage.  
Motion by Jack Comart to find the application complete, notify abutters, and schedule site visit and public hearing, second by Bill Buck; vote 4-0-0.  

7:45 pm - New application – Fairgrounds Field Committee:  Greg Durgin and Lenny Reay were in attendance.  The proposal has been scaled back considerably, and a new updated application has been submitted.  Greg Durgin gave a brief summary of the proposal and the 30-space parking lot.  Stormwater control was discussed.  An additional handout was given to the board which addressed the erosion control in general.  Lenny Reay noted the site will not require much in terms of erosion control.  He will provide a basic written summary of the plan.    
Motion by Jack Comart to find the application complete, notify abutters, schedule a public hearing and request a more detailed stormwater management plan be written up, second by Jay Hyland; vote 4-0-0.  

The next Planning Board meeting was scheduled for 7/9/13 with a 6:30 pm site visit at the Perrys and a 7 pm meeting.  
8:15 pm - Eben & Cindy Dumaine – submittal of landscaping plan:  Cindy Dumaine gave a summary of the submitted plan and attached letter which expressed their concerns.  There was a question and answer period about the planting of vegetation and the number of shrubs and bushes.  There was a discussion about the proposed fencing placement and buffering on the Leavitt’s side of the fence.  Mrs. Leavitt commented the buffer that is presently there is not solid in any way.  She said the business will be open in the spring and late fall and the leaves will not provide buffering at that time.  Mr. Leavitt said the present trees are finger-width and do not provide a buffer.  It was noted the location of the tee boxes have not changed.  Mrs. Leavitt said they object to the pines and fir as buffers because they grow high, but hemlocks grow wide and thick.  There was a discussion about the purpose of a fence and the purpose of the vegetative screening.  The types of vegetative screening were discussed.  Mr. Leavitt said he would like the fence to be screened with hemlock.  Holly Dumaine said the land between the Leavitts was lawn before the Leavitts bought the property and it has grown up in such a manner that she cannot see the Leavitt’s house in any detail.  She also discussed the seasonality of the business during which most of the time there will be leaves on the trees.  Paula Clark clarified the fencing in this case is different than other residents installing fencing because it is now part of the site review process.  Mr. O’Keefe said the fence was part of a private conditional offer by the Dumaines to the Leavitts.  The Dumaines disagreed with this.  Mr. O’Keefe also questioned whether or not the Dumaines were appealing the decision.  Hemlocks were discussed; they will need to be sufficient to screen the fence and this can be left up to a landscape professional to determine.  Holly Dumaine suggested the planning board members, perhaps independently, visit the site again.  There was a discussion about holding an additional site visit.  It was suggested Clif Buuck and Mr. Gottlieb both visit the site together.  Paula Clark will draft an approval for the board to review.  Mrs. O’Keefe asked for clarification on the parking area.  Paula said the parking plan has not been changed.  Following the site visit, Clif Buuck can report back on the findings and the board will then determine the details of the landscape plan.  Clif will send out an email regarding the date of the site visit appointment to the board members.  Appeal deadlines were discussed.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 pm.  

Recorded by Deborah Nichols
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